Ministerial Order on the PhD Programme at the Universities
(PhD order)

Pursuant to section 8, subsection 1 and section 34, Subsections 1 and 2 of the Danish
University Act (Universitetsloven), cf. Ministerial Order no. 1368 of 7 December 2007, the
following is stipulated:

Part 1
Purpose, structure eftc.

1. The PhD programme is a research programme aiming to train PhD students at an
international level to undertake research, development and teaching assignments in the private
and public sectors, for which a broad knowledge of research is required.

(2) The PhD programme mainly comprises active research training under supervision.

2. The university may award the PhD degree within fields within which the university carries
out research and has set up a PhD school independently or in cooperation with other
universities.

3. The PhD degree shall be awarded to students who have successfully completed the PhD
programme, cf. however section 15, subsection 2, and successfully defended their PhD thesis.

(2) Persons who have been awarded a PhD degree shall have the right to use the title of
PhD.

4. The PhD programme shall be equivalent to 180 ECTS points and shall normally take the
form of full-time studies; however, the universities may lay down internal rules providing for
part-time studies.

(2) 60 ECTS points correspond to one year of full-time studies.

Part 2
Admission etc. to the PhD programme

5. Admission to the PhD programme shall be based on a successfully completed Master's
degree or equivalent.

(2) The university may decide to let the PhD programme start in connection with the Master's
programme; however, it shall be ensured that the entire study programme has the scope and
level described in Sections 1 and 4. The university shall lay down internal rules thereon.

(3) Students admitted under subsection 2 shall have the opportunity to complete the Master's
programme.

6. The university shall decide who is to be admitted as PhD students. The university's
internal rules shall stipulate the criteria on which admission is based.
(2) The PhD students shall be enrolled administratively on the PhD programme.

Part 3
Contents of the PhD programme etc.

7. The PhD programme shall be set up in accordance with internal rules laid down by the
university.



(2) During the programme, the student shall be required to:
1) Carry out independent research work under supervision (the PhD project).
2) Complete PhD courses totalling approx. 30 ECTS points.
3) Participate in active research environments, including stays at other, mainly foreign, research
institutions.
4) Gain experience of teaching or other form of knowledge dissemination, which is, as far as
possible, related to the student's PhD project.
5) Complete a PhD thesis on the basis of the PhD project.

(3) The university may approve on a case-by-case basis that the PhD programme shall not
comprise one or more of the elements described in subsection 2, nos. 1-4, if the university finds
that the PhD student has completed other study elements that are comparable to the above
(credit transfer).

8. For each PhD student the university shall appoint a principal supervisor who shall be
responsible for the student's PhD programme. The principal supervisor shall be a recognised
researcher within the relevant field, be employed by the university and affiliated with the PhD
school.

(2) On its own initiative or following an application from the PhD student, the university
may:

1) Appoint other supervisors, who must be qualified within the relevant field.
2) Replace the principal supervisor and other supervisors.

(3) The university shall offer the PhD student a teaching course.

(4) The university shall offer the PhD student teaching guidance.

(5) The university shall ensure that the required resources are available for the PhD student to
complete the PhD programme as laid down in the student's PhD plan.

(6) The university shall lay down internal rules for the supervision provided to the PhD
student.

Part 4
Completion of the PhD programme

9. Within three months of the start of the PhD programme, the university shall approve a
research and study plan (the PhD plan) for the individual PhD student.
(2) The PhD plan shall, as a minimum, contain the following:
1) A schedule.
2) An agreement on the type of supervision provided.
3) A plan for the PhD project.
4) A plan for PhD courses.
5) A plan for participation in active research environments.
6) A plan for teaching activities or other types of knowledge dissemination.
7) Any agreements on intellectual property rights.
8) A financing plan (budget)

10. At regular points in time during the PhD programme, the university shall assess whether
the PhD student is following the PhD plan and, if necessary, adjust the plan. This assessment
shall be based on an opinion from the principal supervisor, who, after having consulted the PhD
student, shall confirm that the PhD programme is following the PhD plan or justify in writing
why adjustments are required. The PhD student shall be given the opportunity to submit his or
her comments on the opinion within a deadline of at least two weeks. In the assessment, the
university shall take full account of periods of documented illness, maternity/paternity leave and
other approved leave. The university shall lay down internal rules on the frequency of such






